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petals.    Fruit globose, 3-4 mm. diam., smooth, succulent, black when
ripe, like a peppercorn when dried, tipped with the persistent style.
Distribution     Throughout  India,  Ceylon—Malaga,  S   China
The fruit is hot, dry, with a sharp hitler taste; good appetiser;
carminative, anthelmintic, alexiteric, laxative, alterative; cures
tumours, ascites, bronchitis, mental diseases, dyspnaea, diseases of the
heart, urinary discharges; used in snake-bite, jaundice, hemicrama,
worms in wounds (Ayurveda).
The fruit is bitter; good for plethoric constitutions; analgesic,
purgative, vulnerary, anthelrnintie; cures bronchitis by thickening
phlegm and drying it; dries discharges from rounds, reddens the
urine; removes bad humours from the body (Yunam).
Sushruta describes the fruit as anthelmintic, alterative and tonic,
and recommend^ their use along with liquorice root, for the purpose
of strengthening the body and preventing the effects of age. Later
writers regard it as carminative, stomachic, anthelmintic, and useful
against intestinal worms, dyspepsia, atid skin diseases. The berries
enter into the composition of several applications for ringworm and
other skin diseases.
The Hakims consider it to be attenuant and a purgative of
phlegmatic humors; also a valuable anthelmintic, especially against
tape-worms.
Vaivarang is common in the neighbourhood of Bombay, and is
in high repute as an anthelmintic among the country people especially
in cases of tape-worm. The dose is a tea-spoonful of the^ powder,
twice a day for a child, and a dessert-spoonful ior an adult; it can
hardly be called a purgative; the taste is rathei pleasant, slightly
astringent, and faintly aromatic. The worm is expelled dead. A
purgative should be given to prepare the patient for the drug. It is
a common practice to put a few berries of the plant in the milk that
is given to young children; they are supposed to prevent flatulence
(Dymock).
180 grains (a tola) of the powdered seeds administered at bed
time in curdled milk, followed by a dose of castor oil on die following

